Pontine myelinolysis following liver transplantation: a report of two cases.
Two cases of central pontine myelinolysis (CPM) following orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) are reported. Several months after the onset of this neurological syndrome, the two patients are still alive but with severe neurological sequelae. Some patients undergoing emergency OLT present a high risk of CPM because of pre-existing malnutrition, encephalopathy, and hepatic insufficiency. All of these are associated with an inevitable abrupt rise in sodium serum concentration due to intraoperative compensation of blood losses with high-sodium content blood products. Whenever the renal capacity to excrete sodium is impaired by the surgical procedure, continuous intraoperative venovenous hemofiltration is recommended.